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Graystone Society Hosts Gala Victorian Dinner
Coatesville- Oct. 20, 2007 At the turn of the last century, Graystone Mansion in Coatesville was the site of some of the most gracious dinner parties and other entertainments in Chester County. Graystone’s owners, Mr. and Mrs. A.F. Huston were undeniably leading citizens, as Mr. Huston was the grandson of Rebecca Lukens, matriarch of Lukens Steel and served for 28 years as president of the company.
This past Friday evening, The Graystone Society of Coatesville brought back this grand tradition and a nine-course dinner in high Victorian style was served in Graystone’s Great Hall. Antique Silver pieces were on display for this splendid occasion. The dinner consisted of:
Upon Arrival- -Fresh Berries with Brie en Croute, Salted Nuts, Sherry
First Course - Fresh Oysters on the half shell
Second Course - Wild Mushroom Consommé garnished with Herb Crisps
Third Course - Pan-Seared Salmon Filet with Marinated Cucumber
Fourth Course - Herb-Roasted Pheasant, thinly sliced, side Currant Jelly, with Baby Carrot “Bundle”
Fifth Course - Beef Tenderloin Medallions over Mushroom Ragout, side Potato Anna and Green Beans
Sixth Course - Field Greens and Baby Spinach tossed with Dried Cranberry and Walnuts, Light Vinaigrette
Seventh Course - Almond Cake with Fresh Whipped Cream
Eighth Course- Fresh Berries and Pears
Ninth Course – Hot coffee & tea
Appropriate wine-pairings were served with each course. It was a repast lavish enough to take guests back to a grander era. A time when luxurious steamships ruled the sea, the iron horse ruled the rails and the hosting of an extravagant dinner party was the rule of the day for polite society.
The Graystone Society, which was created in 1984 to help preserve the city’s historic architecture, also assists with municipal improvement and economic development through preservation. The Graystone Society is so named for the Graystone Mansion, part of The Lukens National Historic District and future home to The National Iron and Steel Heritage Museum (NISHM). This museum will focus on the people, places, products and processes that made The Lukens Steel Company, the leader of the steel industry in her day.
For more information on this release, kindly contact Melinda Williams at The Williams Group, 610-518-4888 or visit www.thewilliamsgroup.info. For more information on The Graystone Society, kindly contact The Graystone Society at 610-384-9282 or graystone@lukensnhd.org
